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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Fowler, Amelia, 1862-1923, and Richey, Katherine Fowler, 1889-1949. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 61 
Extent: 8 boxes (6 linear feet; “box 2” is an oversized folder) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Fowler and Richey Family Papers. State 
Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Collection received from Lycoming County Historical Society and Museum 
(Williamsport, Pennsylvania), June, 1992. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Sueyoung Park, December, 1993. Edited by Claire 
Goodwin, date unknown. Updated by Abigail Cramer, June, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the work of Amelia Fowler and her daughter, Katherine 
Richey, in their historic needlecraft business in Boston, Massachusetts; Fowler created the first 
Massachusetts flag of the current design. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection contains correspondence, transcripts, photographs, negatives, proofs, and indices 
relating to the flag restoration work of Amelia Fowler and Katherine Richey.  Originally donated to 
the Lycoming County Historical Society and Museum in Williamsport, PA, the collection was 
extensively arranged and described by the National Park Service at Harper's Ferry.  
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The National Park Service also provided indices by item number, date (1912 to1952), place 
(California to Vermont), and client.  The indices are included with the National Park Service 
finding aid (Box 1, Folder 00).  Researchers should note that the date index provides the date of 
the document, not the date of the flag.  Some of the dates are estimates and/or conjectures; this 
is noted when appropriate.   
 
Researchers should also note that National Park Service finding aid (created in 1985) is a 
detailed source of information, but it can be misleading regarding the collection’s contents. It is in 
the form of a database sorted numerically, geographically, and by name of clients.  There is 
misleading repetition, especially because not all of the information on the printout deals with 
documents or photos that were donated to the State Library. An attempt has been made to 
identify on the finding aid that which is still in the collection. The columns in the left margin of the 
National Park Service finding aid indicate whether and where in the existing collection and entry 
will be found. The National Park Service finding aid is most useful when seeking information on 
the flags worked on at Governors Island and the WPA projects.  Descriptions and identity of the 
flags of the various New York collections as well as New Jersey are in more detail than in any 
other written portion of the collection. Please note that there are several hundred photographic 
prints and negatives of individual flags in the collection. Contact prints were made of many of the 
original nitrate negatives, and as a safety precaution the nitrate negatives were destroyed. Not 
every photograph has a negative and some negatives appear to have no corresponding 
photographic print. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Amelia Bold was born in Liverpool, England, in 1862.  She later came to the United States and 
married, changing her name to Amelia Bold Fowler.  After the death of her husband in 1896, 
Fowler supported herself and her two children by setting up a studio in Boston to embroider and 
teach needlecraft.  Around 1900, Massachusetts state officials asked her to make a state flag, 
and she created the first Massachusetts flag in its present form.  Fowler originated a process for 
preserving flags, and, after years of research and study of textiles and tapestries, she received a 
patent for preserving flags on October 7, 1913.  Her method involved the use of linen backing, a 
technique that she noted had contributed to the perfect state of preservation of the centuries-old 
Bayeaux tapestry (made in France in 1066).  Fowler was also known for her preservation work on 
several collections: flags at Annapolis, Maryland, war banners of the state of Missouri, and the 
Star-Spangled Banner at the Smithsonian Institution.  Fowler died in Boston on January 10, 1923. 
 
Katherine Fowler, daughter of Amelia Fowler, was born in 1889.  She married Thomas Beall 
Richey on November 6, 1914.  Richey inherited the art of needlecraft from her mother, and she 
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also worked on flag preservation.  On April 28, 1927 an act of the Massachusetts Legislature was 
passed appropriating a sum for the preservation of the battle flags of the state of Massachusetts; 
the work was contracted to Richey.  She died in Stamford, Connecticut on October 15, 1949.  
Richey had two children, Katherine E. and Thomas B. Richey.   
 
Both Amelia Fowler and Katherine Richey were known throughout the United States for their 
skills in restoring flags, and both women were known as the "modern Betsy Ross." (Biographical 
data compiled from the information provided by the National Park Service at Harper's Ferry, West 
Virginia, and the Massachusetts State House guidebook, 1961.) 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in three series as follows: 
 
Series I. Correspondence and Research, 1927-1985 
Series II. Photographs, 1910-1936 
Series III. Negatives, 1940 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Custodial History 
The collection was originally held by the United States National Park Service at Harper’s Ferry 
and was later transferred to the Lycoming County Historical Society and Museum of Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania.  
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Collection received from Lycoming County Historical Society and Museum (Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania), June, 1992. 
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Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: Correspondence and Research, 1927-1985  
Scope and Content 
This series includes correspondence to and from Katherine Richey, but it does include a few 
items to and from her husband, Thomas Richey, and their children. This series also includes 
historical notes and descriptions of the conditions of flags on which Fowler and Richey did 
conservation work.  Transcripts and copies of a radio interview of Katherine Richey are in folders 
16 and 23; additionally, this collection includes newspaper and journal articles about Amelia 
Fowler and Katherine Richey. The correspondence has been photocopied. 
 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are arranged chronologically. 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 00 National Park Service finding aid and duplicate copies       1985 
1 01 Fowler and Richey biographical Information undated 
1 1 Richey in Philadelphia (CA, MD, MA, PA, and VA) 1927 
1 2 Richey in Philadelphia (CA, MO, PA, TN, and VT) 1928 
1 3 Richey in Philadelphia (CA, HI, KS, MO, NYC, PA, and VT) 1929 
1 4 Richey in Philadelphia (NH, NY, OH, PA, and VA, VT) 1930 
1 5 Richey in Philadelphia and Mare Island, CA (TX, NJ, VT, 
NY, PA, VA) 
1931 
1 6 Richey at Mare Island (NJ, TX) 1932 
1 7 Richey at Mare Island (MA, TX) 1933 
1 8 Richey at Brooklyn Navy Yard (MA, TN) 
 
1934 
1 9 Correspondence and radio script: Richey at Brooklyn Navy 
Yard  
1936 
1 10 Correspondence and printed material WPA Governors 
Island; Gen. McCoy (CT, TX, War Dept.) 
1937 
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1 11 Correspondence: Katherine and Thomas Richey, Brooklyn 
Navy Yard (TX, Annapolis, War Dept. Gov. Island) 
1938 
1 12 Correspondence: Richey at Brooklyn Navy Yard  (WPA, 
CT, VA, VT) 
1939 
1 13 Printed material on CA flags; pamphlet by William 
Hovgaard 
1928, 1937 
5 n/a Oversized California flag exhibit labels undated 
1 14 Printed material “Historic Flags at St. Paul’s Chapel” undated 
1 15 Governors Island WPA Project notes; NY and NJ projects 1939 
1 16 Printed material: Richey at Brooklyn, radio interview; 
newspaper clippings, WPA Project, (NJ, VA); Richey’s 
notes and promotional material 
1935-1940 
1 17 Governors Island WPA Project research material; notes on 
Trinity Church flags, brochures, and flag inventories 
undated 
1 18 Correspondence: Smithsonian and Annapolis and printed 
WPA; Governors Island research and background; copy of 
“Star Spangled Banner” and “Permanent Preservation for 
Historic Flags” by Amelia Fowler; radio script of interview 
with Katherine Richey 
1916, 1936-
1937 
1 19 Research material on Corps of Engineers; biographies of 
Amelia Fowler and Katherine Richey; Flag preservation 
undated 
1 20 Correspondence to and from Richey’s husband and 
children; NH flag project 
1947-1952 
1 21 Research Notes, Flag Research Center 1975 
1 22 Research notes on WPA; Brooklyn Navy Yard and 
Governors Island Flag descriptions and histories 
1938 
1 23 Published materials, articles  about Richey, Bennington 
Historical Society (see box 2, folder 1) 
1931-1940 
1 24 Miscellaneous material, empty envelopes, newspaper 
clippings, notes on flags display labels 
1939 
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1 25 Photocopies of envelopes of flag photos and display labels undated 
2 n/a Newspapers and printed materials (see description under 
Box 1, folder 23) 
undated 
 
 
 
 
Series II: Photographs, 1910-1936  
Scope and Content 
This series includes photos of flags for which conservation work was done.  On the outside of 
each folder, all known information about the flag pictured is written (i.e. corresponding negative 
numbers, writing on the back of the photo (if present), information about the photographer's 
stamp). 
 
Researchers should note that a number of folders are empty and others were not received by the 
Library at the time of the donation of the collection; these folders are noted in the container list 
below. 
 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are arranged in their original order, as processed by the National Park 
Service.  
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
3 1 Smithsonian: Original Star Spangled Banner (Fowler) ca. 1914 
3 2-7 Fowler - embroidery work (6 folders) undated 
3 8-51 Annapolis Collection  (Fowler) ca. 1910 
3 52 Annapolis   Barbara Fritchie  Stars and Stripes ca. 1910 
3 53-57 Bennington (VT) Historical Society Collection (5 folders) undated 
3 58-60 Norfolk, Virginia Flag Collection (Norfolk Borough Banner), 
1786 (3 folders) 
undated 
3 61-71 Texas State Archives Collection (11 folders) undated 
3 63 Texas State Archives Collection  San Jacinto Flag, 1836: 
restoration 
undated 
3 72 From Fowler Collection  Early NY Flag ( Beaver Chewing undated 
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Tree) 
3 73-78 California flags worked on by Richey at Philadelphia Navy 
Yard (6 folders) 
1928 
3 76 Richey and women working on California Flags at 
Philadelphia Navy Yard 
undated 
3 78 California Flag Collection  2d Mass. Cavalry Flag (California 
volunteers) 
undated 
3 79-80 Tibbits Excelsior Flag, Tibbits G.A.R. Flag  Troy, New York 
(2 folders) 
undated 
3 81-82 Smithsonian “Whigs and Clay” (2 folders) undated 
3 83 Louisiana Confederate flag  restored in Boston, returned to 
La. 
undated 
3 84-87 State House, Boston: Women and Richey working on flags 
(4 folders) 
ca.1935 
3 88 Mass 19th Regiment Civil War undated 
3 89 Mass.  30th Regiment Civil War before and after restoration undated 
3 90 Mass.  22nd Regiment  Civil War undated 
3 91 Mass. 24th Regiment Civil War undated 
3 92 Bay State Light Infantry undated 
3 93 General Grant’s Headquarters Flag. Photo taken at MA 
State House 
undated 
3 94 Unidentified Civil War flags before restoration (photo labeled 
Boston) 
undated 
3 95-132 West Point Museum (folders labeled Capt. Richey - 
photographs include U.S. Infantry and Artillery  regiments 
flags) 
ca.1932 
3 132-157 Conn. State Capitol Flag Collections undated 
3 158-211 New Jersey Flag Collections undated 
3 212-274 Virginia Historical Society, Richmond Battle Abbey  Civil War undated 
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Flags (photos show before and after restoration) 
3 275-299 Governors Island, NY: WPA Projects undated 
4 300-388 Governors Island, WPA Projects continued undated 
4 389-391 Richey studio display of WPA Governors Island flags being 
restored 
undated 
4 392-404 Richey studio and displays of flag restoration in progress. 
Flags from the “Women in WPA” exhibit 
undated 
4 405 Photo of Fowler sitting at home undated 
4 406 Studio portrait of Richey undated 
4 409 Studio portrait of Captain Richey undated 
4 410-420 Richey working on various flags, some photos with young 
daughter. Life magazine and other promotional photos.  
[Several folders are empty.] 
undated 
4 421 NY 88th Regiment before and after restoration undated 
4 422 U.S. naval flag undated 
4 423 Flag on USS Utah undated 
4 424 Printed selection of flags undated 
4 425 Restoration in progress unidentified star undated 
4 426 Ensign of the USS Constitution before and after restoration undated 
4 427 D.A.R. Flag   Amelia Fowler photograph undated 
4 428 “Surrender Flag on Cavite” undated 
4 429 Legion Britannica flags and Richey undated 
4 430 Fragment of flag “…Fort Gibson” undated 
4 431 Chinese Dragon and Sun undated 
4 432 24th Regiment U.S. Infantry  (snapshot) undated 
4 433 Embroidered Coat of Arms undated 
4 434 “A. & S. V.A.A. 1804” flag undated 
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4 435 4th Regiment Infantry C.V. (California) photo taken at 
Philadelphia Navy Yard 
1928 
4 436 The Regan Flag  G.A.R. Post 26, Roxbury, Massachusetts undated 
4 437 101st U.S. Regiment Engineers undated 
4 438 Color platinum print stars and stripes (48 stars) undated 
4 439 Korean flag “captured June 11, 1871” undated 
4 440 Oriental flag: Rider on Horseback undated 
4 441 Richey holding 69th Regiment flag undated 
4 442-445 Various Stars and Stripes flags undated 
4 446 Unidentified Stars and Stripes with eagle in need of 
restoration 
undated 
4 446A Post cards of Hall of Flags  State House, Boston  Other 
photos of British ensigns 
undated 
5 447- 462 “10 X 12” photos of Fowler and women working on the 
Annapolis Flag Collection. Negatives for these photos are in 
Box 8. [folder 452 missing] 
ca. 1910 
 
 
 
 
Series III: Negatives, 1940  
Scope and Content 
This series includes 318 negatives of different formats. Positive proofs were made of some of the 
negatives and are filed in the photograph folders; these proofs were made by the National Park 
Service. 
Arrangement 
The materials in this series are arranged in their original order, as processed by the National Park 
Service.  
Box # Label Folder Title Date 
6 380912 1-2 Amelia B. Fowler sitting at a desk undated 
6 1-4 “Flags taken July 1, 1940”  Smithsonian 1940 
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6 1-18 “9 confed. 6/25/40”  VA Civil War flags 1940 
7 CF-6 “Captured 5th VA Cavalry by 1st Mass. Cavalry” undated 
7 (7), (8) “Misc. Flags related Negs”: Mrs. Richey examining flag undated 
7 (10) “Misc. Flags related Negs”: Stars in star pattern and 
stripes 
undated 
7 6 “Plate Slides”: Mrs. Richey hand on flag women working 
on Stars and Stripes 
undated 
7 8 “Plate Slides”: US 23rd Infantry regiment undated 
7 11 “Plate Slides”: Printed copy of  “John Cabot” flag undated 
7 12 “Plate Slides”: Printed Scottish flag undated 
7 13 “Plate Slides”: Mrs. Richey inspecting tattered flags on 
poles 
undated 
7 15, 24, 107 “Plate Slides”: Regt.VA  Stonewall Brigade undated 
7 19 “Plate Slides”: Mrs. Richey with magnifying glass undated 
7 20 “Plate Slides”: Coat of Arms George Washington undated 
7 21 “Plate Slides”: Tattered flag undated 
7 23 “Plate Slides”: Printed British Flag undated 
7 25 “Plate Slides”: Stars in oval pattern “Contrera 
Chourubus…” 
undated 
7 26 “Plate Slides”: Mrs. Richey undated 
8 n/a 14 negatives of photos in Box 5 undated 
 
